JOURNAL OF ASSISTED REPRODUCTION 
AND GENETICS 


CONTENTS Volume 18, Number 1 January 2001 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


Do Fertile and Infertile People Think Differently About Ovum Donation? 
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Opinions about ovum donation do not differ significantly among fertile and infertile people; this could suggest a better 
social acceptance than was expected. 
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Pregnancy rate did not differ significantly when investigators transferred embryos with either the Cook Soft-pass 
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18 Extending the Coincubation Time of Gametes Improves In Vitro Fertilization. 
W. Boone and J. Johnson 


By extending the length of time that spermatozoa and oocytes are coincubated, in vitro fertilization rate can be 
improved. 


Soluble CD44 in Human Ovarian Follicular Fluid 
N. Ohta, H. Saito, T. Kaneko, M. Yoshida, T. Takahashi, T. Saito, K. Nakahara, and M. Hiroi 


The measurement of soluble CD44 in human follicular fluid could be useful in assessment of the prognostic value of in 
vitro fertilization programs. 


Superovulation and Intrauterine Insemination in Cases of Treated Mild Pelvic Disease 
M. Singh, J. Goldberg, T. Falcone, D. Nelson, E. Pasqualotta, M. Attaran, 
and A. Agarwal 


Superovulation and intrauterine insemination still remain a reasonable option for surgically corrected mild pelvic 
diseases prior to [VF-ET. 
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Pregnancy and Birth After GnRH Agonist Treatment for Induction of Final Oocyte Maturation in 
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Antagon) to Prevent a Premature LH Surge: A Case Report 
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K. Ojha, V. Nargund, and G. Nargund 


Percutaneous epididymal sperm aspiration (PESA) is an alternative method for obtaining sperm in men with transient 
erectile dysfunction, and the emergency PESA procedure should be available in all assisted conception units. 


Chemotactic Responsiveness of Human Spermatozoa to Follicular Fluid Is Enhanced by 
Capacitation but Is Impaired in Dyspermic Semen 
P. Tacconis, A. Revelli, M. Massobrio, G. La Sala, and J. Tesarik 


The chemotactic responsiveness of human spermatozoa to follicular fluid is highly variable, is enhanced by capacitation, 
and is impaired in the case of dyspermic semen specimens. 
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Reflections on the Cost-Effectiveness of Recombinant FSH in Assisted Reproduction. 
The Clinician’s Perspective 
J. Balasch and P. Barri 


In ART, the use of rFSH is more cost-effective than uFSH. 
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IVF Births and Pregnancies: An Exploration of Two Methods of Assessment Using 
Life-Table Analysis 
R. Deonandan, M. K. Campbell, T. Ostbye, 1. Tummon, and J. Robertson 
The methods of summarizing the results of life-table analysis, selected from the literature, were applied to patient data from 


an Ontario IVF clinic for the purpose of testing whether they could be used to summarize the overall performance 
of the clinic. 
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with Complete Spermiogenesis Failure 
K. Vicdan, A. Isik, and L. Delilbasi 


In this preliminary study, the development of blastocyst-stage embryos and the clinical value of delayed embryo transfer after 
round spermatid injection were evaluated 


Human Chorionic Gonadotropin-to-Oocyte Collection Interval in a Superovulation IVF Program. 
A Prospective Study 
G. Nargund, F- Reid, and J. Parsons 


The results did not suggest increased ovulation more than 36 hr after hCG and there was no significant difference in oocyte 
recovery and outcome in the 33- to 41-hr interval 
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Count During Gonadotropin Stimulation 

F. Huang, S. Chang, M. Tsai, F. Kung, J. Wu, and H. Chang 
This investigation evaluated the relationship between the initial follicle count during gonadotropin stimulation after 
gonadotropin-releasing hormone agonist suppression and the efficiency of controlled ovarian hyperstimulation in patients 
receiving treatment with assisted reproductive technologies. 
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Adequate protein supplementation of the in vitro maturation medium optimizes the fertilization rate and development of 
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Embryo Development 


F. Khamsi, Y. Yavas, I. C. Lacanna, S. Roberge, M. Endman, and J. C. Wong 


An endometrioma does not alter the IVF rate or embryo quality. 
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Serum von Willebrand factor rose markedly before the onset of OHSS in patients with severe OHSS but not in patients 
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120 Ovarian Hyperstimulation Syndrome Complicating a Spontaneous Singleton 
Pregnancy: A Case Report 
H. Chae, E. Park, S. Kim, C. Kim, B. Kang, and Y. Chang 


A case of severe ovarian hyperstimulation syndrome occurring spontaneously in the 12th week of gestation, which was 
managed conservatively, is reported. 
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Haemodynamic Evaluation of Tubal and Male Factors of Infertility in Natural and Ovarian 
Stimulation Cycles 
G. Basir, T: Lam, W. O, and P. Ho 
Uterine artery haemodynamic indices in spontaneous cycles points to significant differences between the tubal and males 
factor of infertility. These differences were abolished after stimulation. 


Updating Quality Control Assays in the Assisted Reproductive Technologies Laboratory 

with a Cryopreserved Hamster Oocyte DNA Cytogenotoxic Assay 

P. Chan, J. Calinisan, J. Corselli, W. Patton, and A. King 
The oocyte assay demonstrated DNA fragmentation in the presence of toxic substances. The detection of toxicity in 2 materials 
that passed the mouse bioassay suggested increased sensitivity in the new assay. The oocyte comet assay and the mouse 
bioassay results matched in the proficiency test. However. more studies are still needed to determine optimal sensitivity. 


The Influence of Prefreeze Growth Rate and Blastomere Number on Cryosurvival 

and Subsequent Implantation of Human Embryos 

D. Edgar, H. Jericho, H. Bourne, and J. McBain 
The reduced implantation rate associated with slow growing cryopreserved embryos cannot be overcome by extending the 
prefreeze culture time and increasing the blastomere number. 


Uterine Leiomyomas and Their Effect on In Vitro Fertilization Outcome: A Retrospective Study 
S. Jun, E. Ginsburg, C. Racowsky, L. Wise, and M. Hornstein 


IVF outcome is not affected by the presence of uterine fibroids. 


Seminal Plasma and IVF Potential. Biochemical Constituents of Seminal Plasma of Males from 
In Vitro Fertilization Couples 
M. Lay, M. Richardson, W. Boone, A. Bodine, and R. Thurston 


The study quantifies fructose, citric acid, lactic acid, carnitine and protein in human seminal plasma and evaluates 
relationships to fertilization potential in an [VF program. 


Antral Follicle Assessment as a Tool for Predicting Outcome in I[VF—Is it a Better Predictor 
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R. Nahum, J. Shifren, Y. Chang, L. Leykin, K. Isaascon, and T. Toth 
Baseline antral follicle assessment was a bettter predictor than maternal age or basal FSH for pregnancy rate and 
cancellation rate in IVF patients. 


Births After Transfer of Zona-Free Blastocysts in Oocyte Donation Cycles 

M. Sampaio and S. Gerber 
This is the first report of successful pregnancies and births after oocyte donation and transfer of zona-free blastocysts 
in human. It shows not only the feasibility of the treatment but also, opens a new alternative for the patients with 
repetitive implantation failure after OD cycles 
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160 Influence of Swim-Up Method on the Recovery of Spermatozoa From Different Types of 
Semen Samples 
S. Adiga and P. Kumar 
In a retrospective study, semen samples having good sperm count resulted in poor recovery after swim up, and swim-up 
method appears to be effective for oligospermic samples. 


The Effects of Follicular Fluid and Platelet-Activating Factor on Motion Characteristics 
of Poor-Quality Cryopreserved Human Sperm 
C. Briton-Jones, Q. Yeung, G. Tjer, T. Chiu, L. Cheung, S. Yim, I. Lok, and C. Haines 


Various stimulants known to improve motility in normospermic males were examined to determine their role in 
improving motility in poor-quality cryopreserved sperm. Platelet-activating factor but not follicular fluid increased 
sperm motility in oligospermic samples. 


Sperm Retrieval, Fertilization, and Pregnancy Outcome in Repeated Testicular Sperm Aspiration 

G. Westlander, B. Rosenlund, B. S6derlund, M. Wood, and C. Bergh 
Sperm retrieval with testicular sperm aspiration can be repeated several times in azoospermic men without negative 
effects on outcome sperm recovery and fertilization/pregnancy rates. 
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Factor XI Deficiency: A Case Report 
C. Battaglia, G. Regnani, S. Giulini, L. Madgar, A. Genazzani, and A. Volpe 


The occurrence of hemoperitoneum post oocyte retrieval may be associated with the deficiency of coagulation factor XI. 


Oocyte Donation Treats Infertility in Survivors of Malignancies: Ten- Year Experience 
S. Kavic and M. Sauer 


Oncology patients who attempted oocyte donation commonly became pregnant, and all remained active and healthy 3 
to 13 years post-transfer. 
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Effect of Duration of Estradiol Replacement on the Outcome of Oocyte Donation 
A. Borini, L. Dal Prato, L. Bianchi, F. Violini, M. Cattoli, and C. Flamigni 


Duration of estrogenic endometrial stimulation does not affect pregnancy rate in ovum donation, but best results are achieved 
with a treatment range of 11 to about 40 days. 


Comparison of Recombinant and Urinary Follicle-Stimulating Hormone Preparations in Short-Term 
Gonadotropin Releasing Hormone Agonist Protocol for In Vitro Fertilization-Embryo Transfer 
J. Hugues, H. Bry-Gauillard, B. Bstiindig, M. Uzan, and I. Cedrin-Durnerin 
Recombinant FSH preparations have a higher efficiency than urinary ones in patients undergoing IVF-ET using a short-term 
GnRH-a protocol. 


Improvement of IVF Outcome in Poor Responders by Discontinuation of GnRH Analogue During 
the Gonadotropin Stimulation Phase—A Function of Improved Embryo Quality 
M. Schachter, S. Friedler, A. Raziel, D. Strassburger, O. Bern, and R. Ron-El 


Discontinuing Nafarelin during gonadotropin stimulation improved IVF outcome apparently due to improved embryo 
morphology. 


IVF-Patients With Nonmale Factor “To ICSI” or “Not to ICSI” That is the Question? 
M. Poehl, M. Holagschwandtner, K. Bichler, U. Krischker, S. Jiirgen, and W. Feichtinger 


No higher pregnancy could be demonstrated in ICSI compared with conventional IVF. 


Embryo Selection by the First Cleavage Parameter Between 25 and 27 Hours After ICSI 

C. Petersen, A. Mauri, R. Ferreira, R. Baruffi, and J. Franco, Jr. 
The presence of the first embryo cleavage evaluated 25-27 h after ICSI can be used to select embryos with higher 
implantation power. 
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Relationships Between Sperm Motility Characteristics Assessed by the Computer-Aided Sperm 
Analysis (CASA) and Fertilization Rates in Vitro 

Y. Hirano, H. Shibahara, H. Obara, T: Suzuki, S. Takamizawa, C. Yamaguchi, 

H. Tsunoda, and I. Sato 


Some of CASA estimates provide reliable estimation of the fertilizing ability of human sperm. 


Relation Between Different Human Sperm Nuclear Maturity Tests and In Vitro Fertilization 

M. Hossein Nasr-Esfahani, S. Razavi, and M. Mardani 
Among sperm parameters and human sperm maturity tests, sperm morphology and CMAS3 staining, which reflects sperm 
protamine deficiency, showed independent relationships with fertilization rate. 
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226 Triple-Test Screening in In Vitro Fertilization Pregnancies 
I. Bar-Hava, M. Yitzhak, H. Krissi, M. Shohat, J. Shalev, B. Czitron, Z. Ben-Rafael, and R. Orvieto 


IVF patients have elevated HCG levels on triple-test screening. 
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230 Evaluation of the Meiotic Spindle Apparatus in Metaphase Il Human Oocytes Following 
Cytoplasmic Donation 
E. Jones, C. Boyd, D. Dowling-Lacey, D. Wright, J. Mayer, and S. Lanzendorf 


The removal of cytoplasm from metaphase II human oocytes does not damage the meiotic spindle apparatus. 


ANIMAL EXPERIMENTATION 


235 Cryopreservation of Mouse Embryos at Morula/Compact Stage 
J. Tao, R. Tamis, and K. Fink 
Mouse fully compacted and late compact stage embryos have good postthaw survival rates and blastocyst formation rates, 
and live offspring can be achieved after transfer. 
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T. Perri, R. Chen, R. Yoeli, P. Merlob, R. Orvieto, Y. Shalev, Z. Ben-Rafael, 

and I. Bar-Hava 
Singleton ART pregnancies are at a higher risk of prematurity than spontaneously conceived pregnancies, whereas ICSI (for 
strict severe male-factor infertility) pregnancies do not demonstrate such a high risk. 
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The addition of recombinant LH to recombinant FSH in pituitary suppressed women undergoing ART does not improve 
ovarian response and even may have a negative impact on oocyte maturation and fertilization. 
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cryopreservation of embryos after ICSI. 


262 Alternative Embryo Transfer on Day 3 or Day 5 for Reducing the Risk of Multiple Gestations 
H. Yoon, S. Yoon, W. Son, J. Kim, K. Im, and J. Lim 


This study was carried out to reduce the possibility of high-order multiple gestations and the failure of the embryo transfer 
by determining their replacement date based on the number and quality of 2-day embryos. 


268 Gonadotropin-Releasing Hormone Messenger Ribonucleic Acid and Protein Expression 
in Vero Cells 
H. Huang, F. Raga, J. Kruessel, Y. Wen, Y. Soong, and M. Polan 


IL-18-mediated regulation of GnRH mRNA and protein expression in Vero cells used inembryo coculture. 
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276 ~IL-18, a Product of Choriodecidual Cells, Increases During Premature Rupture of Membranes but 
Fails to Turn on Fas—FasL-Mediated Apoptosis Pathway 
R. Menon, S. Lombardi, and S. Fortunato 
This study examines the expression pattern, site of production and amniotic fluid of IL level 18 during pregnancy complications 
like preterm labor and PROM. 
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285‘ Transcervical Embryoscopy in Missed Abortion 
T. Philipp and D. Kalousek 
Transcervical embryoscopy is useful in the diagnosis of abnormal embryonic development, enhances our understanding 
of human malformations, and will improve clinical care of patients with reproductive failure. 
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291 Multiplex PCR for Screening of Microdeletions on the Y Chromosome 
P. Bor, J. Hindkjeer, H. Ingerslev, and S. Koélvraa 


The present study describes an easy, efficient, and suitable multiplex PCR method for detection of Y microdeletions, since 
this multiplex design can amplify 25 Y-linked STSs by using the same amplification condition in five unique sets. 
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Repeated IVF failure and maternal age are associated with lower embryo quality, but the ability of the embryos to hatch 
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Antral Follicle Counting in Predicting the Retrieved Oocyte Number After 
Ovarian Hyperstimulation 
Y. Hsieh, C. Chang, and H. Tsai 
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Pregnancies Resulting from In Vitro Matured Oocytes Collected from Women with Regular 
Menstrual Cycle 
H. Yoon, S. Yoon, W. Son, S. Lee, S. Park, K. Im, and J. Lim 


Human immature oocytes collected from women with regular menstrual cycles can undergo maturation and fertilization, and 
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336 Maternal Serum C-Reactive Protein Level Does Not Change Significantly After Fetal Reduction: It 
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An abnormally elevated serum C-reactive protein level after fetal reduction may indicate the presence of chorioamnionitis. 
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341 In Vivo Hatching Phenomenon of Mouse Blastocysts During Implantation 
S. Lin, R. Lee, and Y. Tsai 
Active blastocyst hatching process occurs in vivo because both the hatching blastocysts and the discarded empty zona 
pellucida are found within the mouse uterine cornus before implantation. 
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346 _— Birth of a Healthy Infant After In Vitro Fertilization and Embryo Transfer in Patient of Total Uterine 
Prolapse 
S. Chun and K. Park 


IVF-ET with placement of a pessary even in patients with a long history of total uterine prolapse with unsuccessful surgeries 
is worth performing. 
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R. Henkel, R. Menkveld, M. Kleinhappl, and W. Schill 
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A. Mauri, C. Petersen, R. Baruffi, and J. Franco, Jr. 
There were no differences in the results between the culture media P-1 (Irvine Scientific) and IVF-50 (Scandinavian 
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Measurement of the serum prolactin concentration in the midluteal phase is useful for predicting the outcome of IVF-ET. 


Hypothalamic-Pituitary Suppression with Oral Contraceptive Pills Does Not Improve Outcome 

in Poor Responder Patients Undergoing In Vitro Fertilization-Embryo Transfer Cycles 

P. Kovacs, P. Barg, and B. Witt 
Hypothalamic-pituitary suppression with oral contraceptive pills does not improve IVF-ET cycle outcomes in poor responder 
patients when compared with GnRHa. 
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REPRODUCTIVE ENDOCRINOLOGY 


436 Uterine Perfusion and Hormonal Pattern in Patients with Polycystic Ovary Syndrome 
S. Ajossa, S. Guerriero, A. Paoletti, M. Orri, S. Floris, M. Mannias, and G. Melis 
A wide range of PI values of uterine artery is present in PCOS patients. BMI and DHEAS seem to be factors interfering with 
uterine perfusion. 
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483 Acrosome Index Is Not an Absolute Predictor of the Outcome Following Conventional 
In Vitro Fertilization and Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection 
B. S6derlund and K. Lundin 


Acrosome index (AI) is not an absolute predictor of fertilization rate, but an Al >7% or <7% resulted in mean 
fertilization rates of 72 and 44%, respectively. 


Cumulus Cells Apoptosis as an Indicator to Predict the Quality of Oocytes 
and the Outcome of IVF-ET 
K. Lee, B. Joo, Y. Na, M. Yoon, O. Choi, and W. Kim 


Cumulus cells apoptosis can be applied as an indicator to predict the quality of oocytes and the outcome of IVF-ET. 


High FSH:LH Ratio and Low LH Levels in Basal Cycle Day 3: Impact on Follicular Development 
and IVF Outcome 


G. Barroso, S. Oehninger, A. Monzo, P. Kolm, W. Gibbons, and S. Muasher 


Low basal serum LH levels and a high FSH:LH ratio have a negative impact on IVF performance. 
ENDOMETRIOSIS 


506 Polymorphisms for Interleukin-18 (IL-18)-511 Promoter, IL-18 Exon 5, and IL-1 Receptor 
Antagonist: Nonassociation with Endometriosis 
Y. Hsieh, C. Chang, F. Tsai, J. Wu, Y. Shi, H. Tsai, and C. Tsai 
Association if endometriosis with IL-18-511 promoter, IL-1f exon 5, and IL-1 receptor antagonist gene polymorphisms 
doesn’t exist. These polymorphisms are not useful markers for prediction of endometriosis susceptibility. 


PHYSIOLOGY 


512 Kinetics of Acetyl Coenzyme A: Arylamine N-Acetyltransferase from Human Cumulus Cells 
C. Chang, Y. Hsieh, J. Chung, H. Tsai, and C. Tsai 


N-acetyltransferase activity may provide a model for ovarian carcinogenesis. 


ANIMAL EXPERIMENTATION 


519 Effect of Essential Amino Acids on Mouse Embryo Viability and Ammonium Production 
M. Lane, K. Hooper, and D. Gardner 
Reducing the concentration of essential amino acids in the culture medium significantly increases embryo development 
and viability and decreases ammonium production. 
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527. Altered Balance Between the 5a-Reductase and Aromatase Pathways 
of Androgen Metabolism During Controlled Ovarian Hyperstimulation 
With Human Menopausal Gonadotropins 
C. Slater, L. Chang, F. Stanczyk, and R. Paulson 


During controlled ovarian hyperstimulation, androgen metabolism via the aromatase pathway is enhanced while the 
5a-reductase is inhibited. 


Cryopreservation of Human Cumulus Cells for Co-cultures and Assessment of DNA 
Damage After Thawing Using the Comet Assay 
E. Lindley, J. Jacobson, J. Corselli, A. King, and P. Chan 


The use of gycerol-egg yolk medium for freezing cumulus cells yielded the highest percentages of viability and DNA 
integrity as assessed by the comet assay. 


Cumulus Cell Contribution to Cytoplasmic Maturation and Oocyte Developmental 
Competence In Vitro 
H. Hassan 


Incubating oocytes for 4 h before ISCI improved results. 


Effects of Mullerian Anomalies on In Vitro Fertilization Outcome 
K. Attia, M. Hug-Koronya, E. Ginsburg, and M. Hornstein 


Patients with Mullerian uterine anomalies have lower success rates in IVF than do controls, with the lowest pregnancy rates 
among patients with DES-related anomalies. 


The Prognostic Significance of Day 3 Embryo Cleavage Stage on Subsequent Blastocyst 
Development in a Sequential Culture System 
R. Boostanfar, J. Jain, C. Slater, D. Tourgeman, M. Francis, and R. Paulson 


Although blastocyst development is associated with seven or more blastomeres on Day 3, embryos that contain 
4-6 blastomeres may also progress to the blastocyst stage. 


The Number of Embryos Available for Transfer Predicts Successful Pregnancy Outcome 
in Women Over 39 Years With Normal Ovarian Hormonal Reserve Testing 
M. Opsahl, K. Blauer, S. Black, S. Lincoln, L. Thorsell, and R. Sherins 


In women over age 39, the number of embryos available for transfer following IVF and FSH levels predicts delivery. 


GENETICS 


57 Direct Comparison of Detection Systems Used for the Development of Single-Cell 

Genetic Tests in Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis 

D. Blake, N. Dean, C. Knight, S. Tan, and A. Ao 
Heteroduplex, fluorescent fragment, and single-strand conformation polymorphism analysis were compared as detection 
systems in the analysis of a single cell, fluorescent, multiplex polymerase chain reaction, designed for preimplantation 
genetic diagnosis. 
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566 Vero Cells, But Not Oviductal Cells, Increase the Hatching Frequency and Total Cell Count of 
Mouse Blastocysts Partly by Changing Energy Substrate Concentrations in Culture Medium 
Y. Lee, J. Xu, S. Chan, P. Ho, and W. Yeung 


Coculture improves embryo development partly by changing the energy substrate concentration in the culture medium. 


SHORT COMMUNICATION 


575 Comparison of Various Preparation Methods for the Use of Cryopreserved-Thawed 
Spermatozoa in Insemination Therapy 
M. Morshedi, A. Schuffner, M. Henden, D. Thomas, and S. Oehninger 
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579 Cryopreservation of Embryos, Blastocysts, and Pregnancy Rates of Blastocysts 
Derived From Frozen-Thawed Embryos and Frozen-Thawed Blastocysts 


K. Pantos, K. Stefanidis, K. Pappas, P. Kokkinopoulos, K. Petroutsou, G. Kokkali, D. Stavrou, 
and V. Tzigounis 
Cryopreservation of embryos and blastocysts 


Ethical Dimensions of the Number of Embryos to be Transferred in In Vitro Fertilization 
F. A. Chervenak, L. B. McCullough, and Z. Rosenwaks 


The number of embryos transferred in IVF should mainly be a function of the pregnant women’s informed decision. 


Increasing Synthetic Serum Substitute (SSS) Concentrations in P1 Glucose/Phosphate-Free 
Medium Improves Implantation Rate: A Comparative Study 
D. Ben-Yosef, I. Yovel, T: Schwartz, F Azem, J. B. Lessing, and A. Amit 


Pregnancy and implantation rates are higher with embryos cultured in Pl medium supplemented with 20% SSS 


Prospective Randomized Comparison of Ovarian Blockade With Nafarelin Versus Leuprolide 
During Ovarian Stimulation With Recombinant FSH in an ICSI Program 

J. G. Franco Jr, R. L. R. Baruffi, A. L. Mauri, C. G. Petersen, J. E. Chufallo, V. Felipe, 

and E. Garbellini 

Nafarelin is comparable to leuprolide for temporary suppression of the ovary during ovarian stimulation with 
recombinant FSH in ICSI patients. 


Seasonal Influences on In Vitro Fertilization and Embryo Transfer 
M. Weigert, W. Feichtinger, S. Kulin, S. Kaali, P. Dorau, and P. Bauer 


In a retrospective study of 8185 IVF-ET cycles seasonal variations are demonstrated. 


PHYSIOLOGY 


603 A Corpus Luteum is not a Prerequisite for the Expression of Progesterone 

Induced Blocking Factor by T-Lymphocytes a Week After Implantation 

J. H. Check, J. Szekeres-Bartho, P. Nazari, Y. Katz, and M. L. Check 
Should production of the immunomodulatory protein, progesterone induced blocking factor (PIBF), require merely 
progesterone or are other factors made by the corpus luteum required? 


Improved Responsiveness of PCOS Patients to Clomiphene After CYP17a Inhibitor 
H. Ali Hassan, D. El-Gezeiry, T. M. Nafaa, and I. Baghdady 


Ketoconazole, a CYP 17a inhibitor, improved clomiphene responsiveness and decreased its antiestrogenic effects in PCOS. 
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ANDROLOGY 


612 Study of Microdeletions in the Y Chromosome of Infertile Men With Idiopathic 
Oligo- or Azoospermia 
G. Yao, G. Chen, and T. Pan 


Microdeletions of the Y chromosome are an important cause for idiopathic oligo- or azoospermia. Multiplex PCR is a 
useful technique for detecting the microdeletions. 


NEWS AROUND THE WORLD 


617 The Reduction of Sperm Donor Candidates Due to the Abolition of the Anonymity 
Rule: Analysis of an Argument 
P. Guido 


The “decrease of donors” argument has a limited validity from a utilitarian point of view but must necessarily be framed by 
deontological considerations. 
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623 A Prospective Study on Oocyte Survival Rate After ICSI: Influence of Injection Technique 
and Morphological Features 
T. Ebner, C. Yaman, M. Moser, M. Sommergruber, K. Jesacher, and G. Tews 
Morphological anomalies associated with the periphery of the oocyte and certain technical problems (deep penetration, 
inadequate denudation) negatively influence survival rate after ICSI. 


“Co-Flare” Stimulation in the Poor Responder Patient: Predictive Value of the Flare Response 
S. Spandorfer, J. Navarro, L. Kump, H. Liu, O. Davis, and Z. Rosenwaks 


Analyzing the flare response as a predictor of outcome in patients with a history of poor response. 


Efficiency of Using Frozen-Thawed Testicular Sperm for Multiple Intracytoplasmic 

Sperm Injections 

N. Fukunaga, K. Haigo, K. Kyono, and Y. Araki 
This study compared the clinical benefits of fresh and frozen-thawed testicular sperm injections (TESE-ICSI). Pregnancy 
rate did not differ between fresh and frozen sperm use. 


Fertility Treatment in the Forty and Older Women 
A. Auyeung, M. Klein, V. Ratts, R. Odem, and D. Williams 


Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) is the best fertility treatment for the woman aged 40 or older who wishes to use 
her own oocytes. 


ENDOMETRIOSIS 


644 Reduced Developmental Potential in Oocytes From Women With Endometriosis 
S. Norenstedt, C. Linderoth-Nagy, A. Bergendal, P. Sjéblom, and A. Bergqvist 


The cleavage rate after ICSI is significantly lower in women with endometriosis compared with healthy women, which 
might indicate a disturbed oocyte function 


ANDROLOGY 


650 Delayed Motherhood Increases the Probability of Sons to be Infertile 
J. Tarin, E. Vidal, S. Pérez-Hoyos, A. Cano, and J. Balasch 


Delayed motherhood increases and birth order decreases the probability of sons to be infertile. 


The Effect of Single-Dose Oxytocin Application on Time to Ejaculation and Seminal 

Parameters in Men 

K. Walch, R. Eder, A. Schindler, and W. Feichtinger 
We investigated the effect of 16 IU oxytocin intranasally on sperm output and quality. No difference was found between 
study group and control group. 
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660 Leukemia Inhibitory Factor Decreases the Arylamine N-Acetyltransferase Activity 
in Human Cumulus Granulosa Cells 
C. Chang, Y. Hsieh, J. Chung, H. Tsai, and C. Tsai 


Intact human cumulus could acetylate arylamine carcinogen (2-aminofluorene) and noncarcinogens drug (p-aminobenzoic 
acid.) Leukemia inhibitory factor (LIF) decreased the N-acetyltransferase activities. 
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665 Ovarian Pregnancy After [VF-ET in a Patient With Absent Tube 
S. Geber, R. Barroso, D. Pereira, and M. Sampaio 
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